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The Veteran’s Voice    
Minutes 

May 23, 2017 
 

Attending:  Bob Matthews, Dennis Abels, Bo Williams, Bob Fitzsimmons, 
Benny Hoots, Monica and Curtis Cash, Dave Samuels, John Odom, Paul 
White, Joe Harsch, Al Ely, Angelo Carmen, Bonnie Kuhr 
 
The pledge of allegiance was said.  The meeting was conducted by the 
Board.  The minutes were approved as sent and the treasurer’s report as 
read by Bonnie in Bob K’s absence.  Walking Wounded :  Welcomed 
back Angelo Carmen and Joe Harsch.  
 
Education :    
• A day long teach-in on Friday, May 19, at Cary High School 

went very well.  There were four NCVVI members (Paul White, Joe 
Harsch, Bob Matthews, and Dave Samuels), a father who was a 
Vietnam Vet and 350 students. 

• East Cary Middle School is scheduled for June 5 for 2 hours for 
the entire 8th grade. 

• Green Hope High School students are in the process of 
interviewing veterans.  The principal is on board.  Jeffrey Hutchison 
is the teacher.  Next year Green Hope will have doubled the history 
class size.   

• WUNC TV wants to use Lessons of Vietnam as a teaching tool.  
The interviews done at the Vietnam Experience will be shown during 
the Ken Burns special on Vietnam beginning September 17.  WUNC 
might show up in a classroom one is visiting so don’t be surprised.  

• Bob Matthews will continue as education chair via Skype from 
PA.  He has talked to VFWs outside of Pittsburgh.  He is planting 
seeds in PA where the course is already in 9 schools.  

• On behalf of Betty and Cooper and himself, Bob thanked 
everyone for their support by reading their farewell note. This was 
Bob’s last meeting. 

• Just in:  Jim Bahm of Athens Drive High School presented Bob 
with an award for his 22 years of service to Athens Drive. 

 
Etchings in Stone: 
In Ron Harris’ absence, Bob Matthews made the report.  A meeting was 
had with Tracy Griggs about marketing strategy.  It was shown to Texas 
Tech and to the International Council for Social Studies and we hope to 
show it in November at their annual meeting in San Francisco.  It takes 
90 minutes to show.  It is not a fundraiser but could be used as one with 
Ron Harris’ permission.   
 
Casino:  Friday, May 5, at SearStone Retirement Community.  NCVVI 
has not received the check from Sears Stone as of this date.  Dave 
Samuels will follow up.  Sears Stone would like another casino night.  A 
poker table was donated.  There was an incident with one of the 
residents and NCVVI was thanked for their assistance in helping the man 
who fell.  Saturday, September  9, there will be a casino nigh t at the 
Heather Hills Swim Club.  There is a need for two T exas Holdem 
dealers. 
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Thirtieth Anniversary of the Memorial:    Steve Acai did a good job with his speech to the group.  The Sutton 
family was there and Carolyn made a few remarks.   
 
In Connection with the Memorial:  The small exhibit of artifacts left at the Memorial is now open.  It’s on the 
second floor of the Capitol. 
 
May 13 Golf Tournament:   A donation by NCVVI of $100 was made in the name of Joseph Hargrove.  Joe 
Harsch reported that the tournament made $15,000.  The State President of the VVA was pleased with 
Smithfield VVA.    
 
May 29 – Memorial Day – POW/MIA Ceremony.  There was only need for one ceremony as the ceremony at 
the Capitol ended at 11:50.  The Capitol had put up the American flags using their poles.   
June 3 – POW/MIA Ceremony at noon at the Capitol.  (Scholarship presented and Family of Darrell Johnson 
attended.) 
June 18, 2:00 p.m.:  Reading of the names at the Durham Vietnam Memorial 
August 18 and 19:  An event in Kinston commemorating the Vietnam War.  Eric Kantu asks that we do 
Etchings in Stone, the Wall and educational table. 
  .   
Live Streaming:  
May 24 - The Draft and The Flag 
 
POW/MIA Ceremony :  NCVVI had this discussion in the past that we need a younger group to put up the flags 
and poles, get the sound equipment set up, read the names, etc.  This does not mean NCVVI is giving up the 
ceremony completely; NCVVI will continue to mentor. Monica and Curtis, representing the American Legion 
and the American Legion Riders, would like to reach out to the chapters in this area and get one group to cover 
the ceremony per month, until all 12 months are filled.  It was brought up that the ceremony has gotten very 
involved with numerous thank yous and announcements.  Perhaps it could be cut back to just reading the 
names of those missing.  That is the main purpose of the ceremony.    Monica and Curtis will approach various 
groups to see if interested.  A meeting would be set up between NCVVI and the groups to discuss logistics. 
 
A discussion ensued about buying a 4 x 8 trailer to store and haul all of the POW/MIA ceremony equipment, 
the casino tables, cards, chips, and all NCVVI records.  The problem is the trailer hitch.  Not all cars can haul a 
trailer nor drivers want to.  The question also came up where to park it, where it would be safe.  Al Ely does not 
have space.  It was thought to keep the poles and blue bag in the Capitol and get a key from the desk when we 
need the equipment. 
 
Scholarships :   
There were five scholarships and a sixth that pertained to last year’s topic.  The numbers are: One had 1 vote, 
2 had 14, 3 had 8, four had 2, five had 3. 
 
 MOTION:  John Odom motioned that a scholarship in the amount of $1,000 
     be awarded to No. 2 who had 14 points.  The motion was seconded 
     and carried.  
 
New Business: 
The VA Food Bank is nearly empty and needs items that can be microwaved.  Bonnie will collect.   
 
The Wake Forest Presbyterian Church will have a collection point at Lowe’s Food for Missions of Overseas 
Veterans on May 27.  Anything donated will be packaged and sent overseas.  NOTE:  Benny Hoots said it was 
very successful. 
 
Bo remarked that one of our missions is trying to support younger veterans.  He has gotten involved with 
Wheels for Vets.  Their mission is to buy a track wheel chair for a veterans.  He is working with Moses and they 
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are looking for a worthy candidate.  VA gives out regular wheel chairs but these are special.  To raise funds 
there will be a Golf Tournament at Pine Hollow on June 28.   
 
 MOTION:  NCVVI sponsor a hole in one for $100.  Motion seconded and passed.   
 
Bonnie, the cook, was thanked.  Bo Williams volunteered for June.   
 

Miscellaneous:   After Memorial Day a N.C. Highway Historical Marker will be dedicated in honor of Pfc. Dan 

Bullock who was the youngest U.S. serviceman to die in Vietnam at the age of 15.  The marker is located in 
the 200 block of West Ash Street in Goldsboro.  Barry Saunders of the N&O wrote a long article about this 
brave young man and the effort to try to get a marker.  Google Barry Saunders re Bullock to read full article. 

 

The Johnson Family at the June POW/MIA Ceremony – Family of Darrell Johnson 

 

Jim Bahm, father of Daulton, Al Ely and Daulton Bahm Scholarship Winner 

 

Daulton Bahm with Al Ely and NCVVI Shirt from Bob Matthews 
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                     Membership Application 
  
                 NCVVI is proud to have you as a member. 

 

A DD214 is required for full membership 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 (Last Name)                                    (First Name)                              (MI)        
                                         
 
___________________________________________________________________________________  
(Spouse’s name) 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 (Street Address) 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________   
 (City)                                                                         (State)                                                            (Zip code) 
 
 
(____)__________________________          (____)________________ _____________________ 
(Home Phone)                                              (Work Phone)                         (Occupation) 
 
 
__________ Full Membership ($25 per Year)        __________ (check amount) DD214 supplied ___Y ___N 
                        
_____________ Associate Membership ($10 per year)    
 
       
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
  (E-MAIL ADDRESS :) {Need this to send the unit’s monthly newsletter} 
 
__________________________________________________            ______________ 

(Signature)                       (Date)  

 
Reminder:  NCVVI holds a remembrance service on the Capital grounds, Raleigh, NC, the first Saturday of 
each month (12:00 noon) and the monthly business meeting on the fourth (4th) Tuesday of each month at VFW 
7383, 522 Reedy Creek Road, Cary, NC. (6:15 PM dinner 7:00 PM meeting) 
 
North Carolina Vietnam Veterans, Inc. 
303 Homestead Dr. 
Cary, North Carolina 27513 
 
Member of: N.C. Vietnam Veterans Council, Wake County Veterans Council, National Vietnam Veterans Coalition 

 

 
 


